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General elements

1.1 Scope of certification

Decree No. 2012-128 of 30 January 2012 on the labelling of foodstuffs from qualified sectors
"without genetically modified organisms" allows agri-food operators to value from consumers
foodstuffs from qualified sectors "without GMO ". Regarding animal products, the rules for
the use of the following two mentions are detailed in this decree:

- The statement: “(< 0.9%) GMO-free fed” is reserved for unprocessed livestock ingredients in the
meaning Regulation of 29" April 2004 on the hygiene of foodstuffs, except for eggs and milk from
animals fed exclusively with feed not subject to the labelling obligations of amended Regulation (EC)
No 1829/2003 of 22 September 2003 on genetically modified food and feed.

- The statement: “from (< 0.9%) GMO-free fed animals” is reserved for processed livestock ingredients in
the meaning of the Regulation of 29 April 2004 on the hygiene of foodstuffs, for eggs and for milk from
livestock fed exclusively with feed not subject to the labelling requirements of amended Regulation (EC)
No 1829/2003 of 22" September 2003 on genetically modified food and feed.

This certification standard applies to the manufacturer, distributor or merchant of compound
feedingstuffs (in the regulatory sense) who undertakes to provide livestock breeders who order them feed
(feed materials and / or compound feed) not labelled GMO in accordance with Regulation (EC) No
1829/2003 of 22" September 2003. It provides a technical and professional response to animal nutrition
operators wishing to engage in a "GMO-free" process as provided for in Decree No 2012-128.

The audit for the STNO certification is a complementary audit to the OQUALIM RCNA "Certification Standard
Animal Nutrition" audit relating to the health safety and quality of feed, or certification standard recognized
as equivalent by OQUALIM.

The STNO certification is based on three types of obligation to which the feed manufacturers, distributors
and merchants commit:

- Supply of feed materials guaranteed < 0.9% GMO.

- The introduction of means in the factory to bring cross-contamination to a technically unavoidable
level.
- Analytical monitoring of manufactured feed.

The RCNA requirements with a direct impact on the control of GMOs are explicitly included in this
document.

1.2 Terms and definitions

At-risk Feed Materials (MPR) : guaranteed feed materials < 0.9% of GMOs for which there are GMO varieties
authorized for distribution in the European Union, and from production areas where these GMO varieties are
authorized for cultivation.

Distributor: physical holder of feed (excluding retail) performing the following process steps to the exclusion
of any other: procurement, reception, storage - transfer, loading and delivery.
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For the purpose of this standard, the terms "feed" will be used for all products falling within its scope (premixes
and all types of food).

Feed materials: Products of vegetable or animal origin, whose principal purpose is to meet animals’ nutritional
needs, in their natural state, fresh or preserved, and products derived from the industrial processing thereof,
and organic or inorganic substances, whether or not containing feed additives, which are intended for use in
oral animal-feeding either directly as such, or after processing, or in the preparation of compound feed, or as
carrier of premixes (Regulation 767/2009).

Incoming Material: In the text of this guide, any product entering in the composition of animal feed, for any
purpose in business, manufacturing, distribution or trade, such as:

- Feed materials,

- Additives,

- Premixes,

- Processing aids,

- Medicated premixes,

- Compound feed

Merchant: an economic operator exclusively carrying out purchases and resale actions in the form of
incoming materials or compound feed (without physical possession of feed).

Sensitive Feed Materials (MPS) : guaranteed feed materials < 0.9% of GMOs for which there are GMO
varieties authorized for distribution in the European Union, and from production areas where these GMO
varieties are not authorized for cultivation.

2 GMO Feed safety management
2.1 Risk analysis for feed materials

2.1.1 Feed materials

The feed materials used are not subject to GMO labelling within the meaning of Regulation (EC) No
1829/2003.

2.1.2 Risk analysis for MPR and MPS identification

The feed manufacturer, distributor or merchant must perform a risk analysis on feed materials used,
distributed or traded, considering GMO to identify the MPR and MPS. (Feed materials: Products of vegetable
or animal origin, whose principal purpose is to meet animals’ nutritional needs, in their natural state, fresh or
preserved, and products derived from the industrial processing thereof, and organic or inorganic substances,
whether or not containing feed additives, which are intended for use in oral animal-feeding either directly as
such, or after processing, or in the preparation of compound feed, or as carrier of premixes (Regulation
767/2009)).

A feed material composed by several ingredients (e.g : products from biscuit factory, pastery,..), as the same
as a complementary feed, does not need a MPR/MPS identification ingredient per ingredient.

The scopes covered by the risk analysis should be relevant and take into account all the events authorized for
marketing within the European Union. (see European register of authorized GMOs?).

http://ec.europa.eu/food/dyna/gm register/index en.cfm
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Appendix 1 - Help in identifying feed materials likely to contain GMO - allows manufacturers to carry out a risk
analysis according to the plant species and the origin of the feed material and, consequently, to define the
minimum level of guarantees to be obtained from the suppliers.

In the case of at-risk or sensitive feed materials (MPR / MPS) placed on the market by their owner, the feed
manufacturer, distributor or merchant and which do not pass through the plant, the owner must:

- ensure that its supplier of MPR / MPS communicates to him the origin of the material,
- recover from its supplier of MPR / MPS the risk analysis relating to the management of GMOs,
- ensure thatits supplier of MPR / MPS performs GMO analyzes,

- ensure that its supplier of MPR / MPS undertakes to transmit to him any result that is strictly greater
than 0.9%.

- must carry out a traceability exercise on a MPR / MPS delivered directly in livestock breeding (delivery
in breeding> transport> storage> country of production of the feed material). The frequency of this
traceability exercise is based on the risk analysis and must be performed at least once a year.

2.1.3 Sampling of feed material

a) When troubleshooting a compound feed analysis result strictly greater than 0.9% GMO, feed material
samples from the manufacturer can be analyzed. For this, the manufacturer or the wholesale distributor
makes sure to keep samples weighing approximately 300 g.

b) The shelf life of the samples of each batch of feed materials is defined in coherence with the activity of the
company.

2.1.4 Self-monitoring plan of feed materials

a) The frequency and relevance of self-monitoring analyses are determined according to the risk analysis.
The manufacturer, or the distributor or the merchant can use the analytical control plan from its supplier
and the guarantees offered by the feed material origin as a basis.

At a minimum one analysis will be performed by MPR.

b) The feed material control plan must not be based solely on supplier analyses. The feed manufacturer and
the wholesale distributor undertake to carry out feed material analyses on physically held materials as
part of its risk analysis when there is a feed material with extractible DNA. (For more details on matrices
not eligible, see the « Guide technique Analyses OGM » published by La Coopération Agricole Nutrition
Animale and SNIA

2.1.5 Pooled- self monitoring plan

The feed manufacturer and the wholesale distributor participate in the pooled-self monitoring plan on the
detection and quantification of GMOs, implemented by OQUALIM.

2.1.6 Compound feed

When the feed manufacturer, or the distributor or the merchant distributes a compound feed for "fed without
GMO*" sector (*<0.9%), under its RCNA -STNO certification, the compound feed must be from an OQUALIM-
STNO certified site or from a certification standard recognized as equivalent by OQUALIM.

The wholesale distributor must sample its bulk products.

The merchant must:
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-perform or ensure that sampling of its products is done by the supplier

- must carry out a traceability exercise on a MPR / MPS delivered directly in livestock breeding
(delivery in breeding> transport> storage> production site of the feed material). The frequency of
this traceability exercise is based on the risk analysis and must be performed at least once a year.

2.2 Risk analysis of process

2.2.1 Risk analysis of cross contamination

The identification of transfer risks and the definition of means to be introduced to limit them are specific to
feed production or feed storage tool (feed materials and/or compound feed). Indeed, solutions adopted and
effective in one factory cannot be reproduced systematically in other factories. A specific risk analysis must be
performed. The requirement level must be equal for all production destinated to “fed without GMO<0-%%"

2.2.2 Control of cross-contamination

For sites where GMO feed materials are used, the feed manufacturer sets out and installs means of limiting
the transfer of feed material from one batch to another (cross contamination) at a technically unavoidable
level.

The feed manufacturer incorporates these GMO-specific means (“control of labelling rules for no GMO
present”) in the factory's quality system.

The feed manufacturer or distributor must validate and documents their qualification test of cross-
contamination at each step of the process. Any process modification justifies a revision of the risk analysis and
control measures.

2.2.3 Identification and Traceability
During the manufacturing stages, the manufacturer installs an identification and traceability system to:

- ensure exhaustive traceability of formulae manufactured using registration, classification and
archiving methods (traceability of successive batches);

- register the type and quantities of feed materials used in each compound feed batch;

- troubleshoot a malfunction effectively and withdraw or recall an animal feed quickly, if
appropriate;

- identify the destination of each batch of feed.

2.3 Analytical monitoring for compound feed

2.3.1 Internal analytical monitoring plan for compound feed

An analytical monitoring plan is set up throughout the year consistent with the manufacturing and distributing
activities (Compound feed manufacturing, compound feed distribution transformation of feed materials, feed
material distribution) and the diversity of feed formulae manufactured under specifications excluding the use
of GMO.
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Event research will focus on the sensitive and risky feed materials (MPS and MPR) present in the formula
for manufactured animal feed. For sites where GMO and non-GMO feed materials are used, at a minimum
30% of GMO analyses will be performed on feed recipe containing non-GMO feed materials coexisting with
GMO feed materials.

The minimum frequency of analysis for manufactured feed is defined in accordance with the following table:

Annual production under specifications excluding Analvsis frequency ber vear
the use of GMO feed materials y q y pery
<4000 T
. . 4 analyzes
or for “non-GMO”? dedicated sites
4000 T to 12000 T 1 analysis for 1000 T
12000 T to 50 000 T 12 analyzes
50001 Tto 100000 T 15 analyzes
100001 Tto 200000 T 20 analyzes
200001 Tto 300000 T 25 analyzes
>300000T 5 additional analyzes every 100 000 T

2.3.2 Interpretation of analyses results

The results of analyses on compound feed constitute a monitoring indicator for the specific GMO quality
system set up by the manufacturer.

Feed analysis results produced as part of the internal monitoring plan are recorded and interpreted
according to the decision tree in Appendix 2 - Factory analytical monitoring plan: management procedure
for a “compound feed” analysis in the event of results strictly greater than 0.9% GMO.

Test results on manufactured feed made under external controls are interpreted according to the decision
tree in Appendix 3 - Audit of “GMO-free fed” technical platform - or according to specific contractual
requirements.

2.3.3 Improvement plan

Regardless of the conclusion drawn from the analysis results strictly greater than 0.9% GMO by the decision
tree (Appendix 2), when the frequency exceed they are more frequent than the frequencies defined by the
nomogram shown below, the manufacturer or the distributor applies a plan to improve the means of limiting
cross contamination in the factory.

2Manufacturing sites using no GMO feed materials
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Numberofanlyses carried out undor th factory | JerT ! ol oSl STCAY orste Fan 09 OO,
) 2 £ factory must be implemented
4 1
5 2
6 2
7 2
8 2
9 2
10 3
11 3
12 3
>12 25% of the number of analyses

3 Sampling and analysis management

The fields covered by the search for GMOs are relevant and allow to detect all the events authorized for
marketing within the European Union. 3

3.1 Laboratories

The GMO search analyses are carried out in COFRAC-accredited laboratories. The accreditation relates to the
following reference methods:

e NFENISO 21569 - Food products - Analytical methods for the detection of genetically modified organisms
and derived products - Qualitative methods based on the use of nucleic acids;

e NFENISO 21570 - Food products - Analytical methods for the detection of genetically modified organisms
and derived products - Qualitative methods based on the use of nucleic acids;

e NFENISO 21571 - Food products - Analytical methods for the detection of genetically modified organisms
and derived products - Extraction of nucleic acids;

e NFENISO 24276 - Food products - Analytical methods for the detection of genetically modified organisms
and derived products — General requirements and definitions.

3 https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/dyna/gm register/index en.cfm
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3.2 Size of samples for laboratories

The minimum sample sizes are recommended in the technical documentation entitled "Technical guide for
GMO analyzes" published by the SNIA and Coop de France Nutrition Animale.

3.3 Interpretation of the analysis results

The analytical tolerances are taken into account to draw a conclusion on the conformity of the analysis as per
the provisions of Regulation (EC) No 152/2009:
[GMO content = analysis result - analytical uncertainty]

For the interpretation of the results, case of genes stacking and, particularly, taking into account the analytical
uncertainties, the operators will refer to the technical documentation entitled "Technical Guide analyzes
GMO" published by the SNIA and Coop de France Animal Nutrition.

In accordance with Article 12 of Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 of 22" September 2003, the labelling
requirement for genetically modified organisms does not apply to 'feed containing a material containing GMOs
consisting of such organisms or produced from such organisms in a proportion not exceeding 0.9% of the feed
and of each of its components, provided that such presence is fortuitous or technically unavoidable.’

Feed containing, a GMO-containing material, consisting in such organisms or produced from such organism in
a proportion less than or equal to 0.9% of the feed and each of its components is therefore not labelled in the
meaning of the regulation, provided that this presence is fortuitous or technically unavoidable.

An result strictly greater than 0.9% GMO in a compound feed, whereas the feed materials contain less than
0.9% GMO, can be due to:

o the presence of botanical impurities: transferred accidentally during cultivation, storage or transport
(permitted by the regulations up to 5%). Thus, the feed manufacturers are likely to incorporate feed
materials possessing small quantities of other plant species (e.g. soya grains found in oilseed rape
grains). These botanical impurities are added, if they are GMO, to the analysis result of a compound
feed containing a feed material likely to be GMO.

o cross contamination during the manufacturing process (mixing, grinding, granulation, etc.), storage
and transport : adventitious and technical unavoidable transfer of small quantities from a batch of feed
material or compound feed to another batch of feed material or compound feed.

o the amount of MPR and/or MPS incorporated: the results of analyses (% GMO) of compound feed are
expressed in relation to a plant species.

o sampling and analysis problems: difficulty in obtaining a representative sample and for a same sample,
significant dispersion of results of analyses performed by different laboratories.
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4 Labelling and communication

4.1 Labelling

The feed manufacturer, the distributor, the merchant, must undertakes to buyers ordering from it feed (feed
materials and/or compound feed) not subject to GMO labelling within the meaning of EC Regulation
1829/2003 of 22" September 2003.

4.2 Positive declaration

Any STNO certified company must affix a positive declaration of the OQUALIM’s brand on its manufactured
and/or sold products:

According to t¥he use of the trademark is defined in the document “Instructions for Use of the OQUALIM’s
brand and logo”

4 Incident report
Any incident will be transmitted to OQUALIM according to the modalities describes in Appendix 4.

What is an incident for STNO ?

An incident is a scenario involving that animal feed not complying with the requirements of the technical
platform would be placed on the market with a labelling complying with STNO requirements and could put at
stake the reputation and credibility of the STNO certification.

The incident report applies in the cases below :

- Animal feed labelled GMO in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 of 22" September 2003
AND containing material feed labelled GMO have been placed on the market with a positive
declaration (“fed without GM0<0.9%") linked with the STNO certification of the site placing these
feed on the market.

- Animal feed containing containing material feed labelled GMO unauthorized for distribution in
Europe, have been placed on the market by a STNO site certified with the positive declaration “fed
without GMO<0-9%*)

OQUALIM and stakeholders must be informed at least simultaneously.

How to report an incident ?

Certified companies must notify incidents to OQUALIM by filling the incident report form according to
modalities in appendix 4 “Incident report”

In the case of doubt, a company not sure to face an incident will inform OQUALIM. Compagnies concerned or
informed by an incident will forward it.
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In general, the sooner is the better to communicate the information. After an incident report, if necessary,
OQUALIM can give you information to manage the situation and to avoid damages in your site, the partners
and the STNO standard.
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Appendix 1 - Help in identifying feed materials likely to contain GMO

The list of feed materials likely to be affected by the GMO issue is evolving regularly as GMOs develop
worldwide (authorization to cultivate and / or market). In order to propose a perennial scheme, the decision
tree below can help in identifying risky and sensitive feed materials.

Sensitive Feed Materials (MPS) : guaranteed feed materials < 0.9% of GMOs for which there are GMO
varieties authorized for distribution in the European Union, and from production areas where these GMO
varieties are not authorized for cultivation.

At-risk Feed Materials (MPR) : guaranteed feed materials £ 0.9% of GMOs for which there are GMO varieties
authorized for distribution in the European Union, and from production areas where these GMO varieties are
authorized for cultivation.

Is there a genetically modified variety for this feed material? - - MO —

International dambase : o ‘'wwow isssa org/Emappovaldstshase’

Is there a genetically modified variety for this feed material autorized
for marketing in EU ? — NO ———
T

European registerof suthorized SMOin EU :
https:/fwebsste ec.europa su/dvna/em resisterfindex endm

Is there a genetically modified variety for this feed material autorized
for cultivation in the production area concerned?

YES NO
] ]
This o at-risk feed materal This is @ sensitive feed motenial
AR} {Mes)

Example of risk analysis

NB : the risk onalysis must be updoted occording to the evolution of the reguigtory framework of GMOs

Maize EU [outside of France) Maize France
Maize origin Third Countries Soya EU [including France)
Soya origin Third Countries Colza EU (including France)

Colza origin Third Countries

Feed materials with existing GMO varieties authorized in the distribution in the European Union and with an
unknown cultivation area must be considered at risk (MPR)
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Appendix 2 - Factory analytical monitoring plan: management procedure for a “compound feed” analysis
in the event of results strictly greater than 0.9% GMO*!

Analysis result GMO > 0,9%

v" Troubleshooting carried out by the feed manufacturer within 72 hours
v" Feed barerd by computerin the plant
v" Research of the traceability of the livestock farms concerned

l

Have all three requirements been met?
1. Compliance with the specific GMO quality system (RCNA-STNO (OQUALIM))
AND
2. GMOfree’ guarantees in the feed materials used to manufacture the feed
batch in question <0,9%

AND
3. The feed material and compound feed monitoring plans were carried out
and the results above 0.9% treated according to this management
procedure

| |
YES NO

! !

v" Information of the livestock breeders concerned
v Downgrading of feed concerned
v' Labeling of feed still in stock if necessary

v' Result management according to the abacus
detailed in point 2.3.3 "Improvement plan™

1 |In compliance with Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 and Article L441-1 of the Consumer Code
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Appendix 3 - Audit of “GMO-free fed” technical platform

G0 analysts resuht > 0.9%

Is the vegetal species detectied present in the theoreticsl
composition of feed (formula) ¥

1

Tobe —r YES (oresence i the formulo)
within T working days ¥
Fallowing the analyss * Compater blockage of the feed concerned In ihe plant 1
result * Besesch of eceabiity of 1he liveitock farms conpermed YEE i

|
* +

1
8]
*

finot present in the formubo)

15 the wegital speches detectiod peesend in the farmula of the Teed

rEsane |l o
base an the manidacturing plotber? [ower time] 7

Feed delivered in bulk ard anstysi performed using &
sample takien from the feed manufacturer

oR

Fead delivered In bags and analysis parformed using a
samphs taken fram the livestock breeder

sample taken from the livestock breeder
(=]

| Feed defivered in bulk and analysis performed using a

Foed delivered in bags and analysis performed usng a
sampia taken In an open bag from the Bvestock breedar

KO
L]

{ricn grewence )

Adventiious presence of echniraly unavoldable - fled dosod.

+

feed manulacturer

Counter analysis perlormed using & sample taken the

Coviner onifpse < (9%

¥
Troublestaeding carrsd sut by the feed mandfctimes

I Cooter anolyar = 004

= guestionnére showing a source of contamination in ihe farm

L4
Are all th thiee regquirements mot?
1.Compliance with the specilic GMO guality system RCNA-STRO [O0OUALIM)
AND
2G40 frea’ guarantees in the foed materials used to manufacture the feod batch in question =0.5%

AND
3. Feed materiak and compound fead monitonng plan carmed cul and =0 5% GMO analysis result)s] processed

4]
= No respanse within 7 worlking days

= farmer suspended
= miew audit by the group, B wesls suspansion for laying her

sccatding bo this management procedire. I

Mow compiance with one af thesr 3 poindy andydor ma omower within ¥ warking doyy

+

-3
T

< Arlivials Are Bared by pmpuler

Compiance with the specdfic GO guabily system BONA-FTHD [COCALINT omd processing of =

Ed
o = 5% GAMDT ovalfysis result
E [ + Batcli ol pridiads (hial Rave coniuioed s Tesd follivaddig (e tab andlyals [Fesd duialkomn, %...) !,
Ef™ declassfind " Setting up A corrective action plan and sending It to the cartification body within 15
£l ; + Feed batch i question dedasified warking days
E H # Fpnd bate ki marufactunesd with thin sama feed matoris| declascdisd followsng the rk anaiysis + Proal to be provided including at least 5 analybes on different batchwes and com pliant
E!g | analyess I
B % X
g ek Cxiplinoet Wb e peeilic Gt{uﬂ;:nllwsr:rnmM:f;;!hﬂ{ﬂﬂu-ﬁLMJmn‘nmlm i) in thee event af no ¢ irreievant respome to the Certification Body within 15 warking dme
¥ +
Adventitious presence, corective Feed manufacturer suspended
actions intraduced ¥ aporopriate Carrective action plan set up
filed cloded. Proal 1o be provised to the Certfication Bady far requaliication including at lsast 5 analyzes on compiant batches

i

verification of the applcation and effectiveness of the action plan at the next audit
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Appendix 4 - Incident report

I- STNO incident report form
(to send to : contact@oqualim.fr completed and signed)

1 - Company information

Company Contact :
- First Name Last NamI@:.....ieeie ettt e
- Site: .
I a0 Y1 4 0] o HH TR
_ Address: S PRONE et e b erreae e
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- R o o - 11 SRS
O Manufacturer Of the product
at the origin of
O Distributor reporting

2 — Information regarding the report

Concerned product: Type of incident :

O Compound feed manufactured on-site O Placing GMO feed on the market without the

Date of manufacture:_ _/ _/ appropriate label, intented to use to “fed without
GMO0<0.9% sectors

O Purchase of compound feed
O Purchase of feed material
Name of SUPPLIEN & ..

O Placing on the market feed material labelled
GMO unauthorized to distribution in Europe

Cause of the incident :

O Compound feed manufactured for a third part
Name Of thlrd part L BT T T T P T T PP P P P P P P TP Y P Y P PP Y PP P PPTPRYS

................................................................................................... The concerned part have been informed about the
- Batch number?: incident:
........................................................................................................ D Cllents

O Suppliers
- Quantity concerned (precise the one placed on the O Sectors

market):
Is there any client certified with a standard in

recognition with the STNO?

Date of manufacture or delivery::__/ /
O Yes O No

- Marketing period :
From__/ / ___...t0e__/ /|

1:if unknown : Provide tje delivery slip number
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2 - Information regarding the report (to be continued)

Results of analyses

[ A PCR analyse was performed (provide a copy of the report with the nature of the sample, sampling date and
location, laboratory and results with the percentage per species)

[0 No GMO analyse was performed

3— Action plan

Comments :
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Il- Communication to Oqualim
The requested information must always be communicated, in writing, to OQUALIM.

OQUALIM
Address : 41bis boulevard La Tour-Maubourg, 75007 PARIS -FRANCE
Email: contact@oqualim.fr

Courriel : contact@oqualim.fr

lll- Confidentiality of information

Unless otherwise stated in this document, OQUALIM shall not disclose any confidential information regarding
a company (or certification body) to third parties, without written consent from the company in question.
Communication with respect to an incident will only take place between the parties concerned.

When companies, covered by a quality system other than the STNO Standard, are involved in an incident, and
as OQUALIM has a mutual recognition agreement with those feed safety systems, the information regarding

the incident will be communicated to the systems concerned.

Under no circumstances, shall OQUALIM, instead of the company, perform a notification. The company
remains responsible for its legal obligations in terms of notification and risk management.
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